Modeling

Computer 3d modeling is not easy—in spite of the claims of the
various software developers. But it helps if computer modeling is
not the first modeling attempt.

What follows are a few pictures to demonstrate that this author
has been modeling for a very long time. Computers are merely
the latest version of a lifelong passion.



Dressed for the Christmas program (note the little French cuffs) the author
discovers a serious distraction called City Blocks.




A city planner in training. Note the look of apprehension of the author’s face.
The look was justified. Little brother enjoyed wrecking things as much as the

author enjoyed building them. From the looks of things, the destruction was
about to begin.




While 5th-grade classmates
built small wren houses or
birdhouses out of milk
cartons as a class project,
the author fabricated a 15
unit house for purple
martins. It would have been
16 except for the unit
sacrificed for a “porch” on
the lower level. The martins
loved both the house and
the porch.

The author wanted purple
martins in the yard because
he loved to watch them fly.
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The obsession that got the author through puberty—building flying model airplanes. This
was the first—completed when the author was 13. It is a Flite Streak with a McCoy .35

swinging a 10 x 6 propeller. With a 42” wingspan, it flew the whole stunt pattern at a top
speed of 70 m.p.h.




Small boys would come running whenever these flew—mostly because they made
such a racket. This silk covered, 22 oz. flying wing could loop in an 8’ radius with a
top speed of 95 m.p.h. A pressurized fuel system and 50% nitromethane fuel blends
meant the engine was generating more than 1 bhp at 16,500 rpm.




The last hurrah. By now the covering material was
mylar and horsepower was up again. Considering
that it took the human race from the dawn of time
until 1903 to figure out powered flight, it is really
quite amazing that models employing exotic
materials powered by volatile chemicals were
considered a young man’s hobby less than 70
years later.

But because flying models had come to represent
repressed sexuality, the author returned to his
first love, city planning, when it came choosing a
college major.

Building models had one lasting effect however—
a lifetime love affair with instruction manuals
which the author considers a high art form.




